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Wordsof the Chief Editor
All praise is due to the Almighty Allah, the Lord of the worlds. May peace and blessings be
upon His Messenger Muhammad # and his family, companions and his followers.

It is my pleasure and duty to share a few words on the occasion of publishing the first issue
of Al Bukhari Research Journal. The Holy Quran always urges mankind to think and research of
Aayath Quraniya - verses of the holy Quran on one hand and the Aayath Kouniya - signs of His
creations on the other hand. For example:

e Do they not reflect upon the Quran, or are there locks upon their hearts?" (47:24).

e We will show them our signs in the horizons and within themselves, until they understand
that it is truth". (41:53).

e Have you seen the water that you drink? Is it you who brought it down from the clouds, or is
it We who brought it down?" (56:69).

In this context, a number of verses of the Holy Quran are guiding mankind to reflect.
Following its guidance, Muslim thinkers had extended the scope of their scientific research to all
areas to the extent that no field is left without their scientific contributions. It is recently proved that
the scientific contributions made by Muslim scholars like Ibn Sina¢ Ibn al Haitham, Ibn Nafees, Ibn
Shatir have become the foundations on which the western scientific renaissance have been built
since the 16th century, especially in the fields of medicine, astronomy, natural science, religion and
philosophy.

We are the most deserving people to take the research activities based on our research
legacy, modern research methodology so that the Muslim Ummah would advance to frontline
scientific contributors again.

To promote research activities, B.S. Abdur Rahman Crescent Institute of Science and
Technology- deemed university extends adequate facilities for researchers. In fulfilment of the vision
of the University, the School of Arabic and Islamic Studies launches its journal "Al Bukhari Journal
of Arabic and Islamic Studies" which certainly would provide a common platform for national and
international researchers to publish their standard research works.

We feel happy and proud to publish the first issue of the journal. Our editorial board has
determined to maintain its high standard and get it indexed in the international database of peer-
reviewed literature like Scopus at the earliest. | congratulate the members of editorial board and all
contributors for the success of the journal. May Almighty Allah accept all our efforts!

Chief Editor
Dr. P.S. Syed Masood Jamali
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Introduction

The last two centuries observed bellowing feminists demanded women’s rights through
revolutionary movements, scholarly writings and forming organizations promoting equal rights for
women. This paper illustrates an unbiased comparative study of women’s rights stipulated by the
feminist movement and the women'’s rights given by Islam. The misconceptions that the Muslim
women are subjugated. exploited and treated as chattels by Muslim men is countered. Muslim
woman is considered to have been deprived from participation in social, economic, and political
positions. Further, the physiology and psychology of the two genders is discussed to discern their

optimum potential for the advancement of the society.

Feminism

The word ‘Feminism’ was first used in the year 1895. The dictionary defines feminism
as ‘the theory of the political, economic, and social equality of the sexes’l. The feminist struggle
advocated equal rights to women. The nineteenth and twentieth century have diverse views
and conceptsabout ‘Feminism’. Originally, ‘Feminism’aimedto award womenthe fundamental
right to education, to own property, to choose a marriage partner and the right to vote.
Eventually this movement grew to unfetter women to free sex:legalized prostitution, legalized
pornography and lesbianism.

Feminist divided into independent groups each carrying their personal outlook and
acumen. Some of the groups are as follow: -

Marxist or Socialist Feminist: They reason that the role of men and women in domestic and
workplace isunequal. The domesticwork, childcare and the system of marriage is a patriarchal
system.

Radical Feminist: They believe that women can achieve freedom by uprooting and

reconstructing the oppressive and dominating patriarchal system.

1. http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/feminism
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Liberal Feminist: They assertthe freedom of womencan be achieved by women’s own actions
and choices to bring reform.

Multiracial Feminist: They strive to grant equal right to women of all colour, culture and race.

The eighteenth-century Feminism asserted equal job opportunity to women. The social
structure of the era was designed to confine women to the house and their major undertaking
was to cater to the need of the children and husband. Feministof this era held the household
chores as a burden which obstructed the freedom of woman to begin a full-time job.

The age of Industrialization required labourers to  mepian EArRNINGS

. . . Thousands
keep their factories running. Most young men who were 12

$11,835

. The Earnings Gap

10}
in the World War II. The requirement of Industrial s

the prospective labourers of these industries were killed

Revolution to meet the surging need of labourers in the 8f /N\

factories was fulfilled by the women. Though women | N 7
b $5,323

were paid lesser than their male counterpart, she was 54252 WOMEN ®/

made to believe that this job offered them opportunity to L W

earn contrasting their household chores which give the ,[

impression of unpaid slavery. Hence women left home [ | | |
| S T sy ) R [ A [SE JSS EO J  12) I Oy 5 |

under the false pretense of progress and modernization. 1955 1960 1965 1970 1974

Source: U.S. Department of Labor

Women were in the armed forces as well as drivers of

trams. The entrepreneurs could make huge profit by paying the women lesser wages. !

Women employment increased from 26% to 36 % in a span of four years from 1939 to
1943. The children of employed mothers were appeased by state funded wartime nurseries.
Though apparently womenshouldered equal workload as that of men but were paid less salary,
medical compensation, and other incentives. Later, however the British Parliament was
compelled to pass a law to give women wages equivalent to men. Women under the disguise of
liberation was serving the economical need of the country and deprived her own children of
their basic need of motherly love, care, and protection.

The scholarly poetry and prose writings by Radical Feminist Adrienna Riche, Audre
Laude, Robin Morgan, Suzan Griffin and Judy Grahn was women centered and depicted the
oppression of women in the patriarchal society. Ti-Grace Atkinson wrote in 1974 that
“male/female system” is the first and foremostinstance of human oppression’. Family life was
perceived as an unwanted added responsibility on women offering the men liberty and

1. https://library.cgpress.com/cqresearcher/file.php?path=/images/CQ_Researcher/cqresrre19770218_im127.1.jpg
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freedom to enjoy their life. consequently, this ideology led increase in divorce and delay in
marriages. Many children had single parent. The lack of parental guidance triggered
psychological disturbance in children causing an adverse effect on the overall development of
the children.

In 1980’s a completely deviant feminist wave began which views women as an entity.
Claims were made that women are superior to men and were free of any need from men. Katha
Pollitt, a contemporary feminist, exclaims ‘women are people’; hence the two sexesneed notbe
united.! Contemporary feminists believe in exercising complete control over her body and
sexuality. Hence many countries legalized lesbian marriages. Pornography, prostitution, and
abortionis realized to be complete liberation of women from the obscure ethics and norms of
the society.

Islam

In the seventh century, Islam conferred women the right to education, inheritance,
marriage,and divorce. The wife of Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) was one of the most successful
businesswomen of Makkah. A lady would come to teach the wife of the Prophet Muhammad
(pbuh) to read and write. Islam holds men and women have equal rights and accountability.
Allah says ‘If any do deeds of righteousness, - be they male or female- and have faith, they will
enter Paradise and not the least injustice will be done to them’ (Al Quran - 4:124).

I[slam recognizes the family structure as the foundation of the society. Healthy family
will lead to a sound active society. Apropriate upbringing of children requires financial and
well-structured training. Men and women are equal but not identical in Islam. The two sexes
are givenrights and duties based on their physical and psychologicalmakeup. Man is physically
stronger than woman hence he is considered as the breadwinner. He is expected to toil and
earn a decent living for his family. The wife in turn is not burdened with the responsibility to
earn so that she can spare enough time and efforts for the appropriate training and nurturing
of the future generation.

Islam acknowledges that the role of the man and woman; breadwinner and care-taker,
are equally important. Both the roles are equally rewarded in the sight of Allah. The husband
and wife both have rights over each other’s property. A woman can inherit property from her
son, husband, father and even brother. Muslim woman'’s portion of inheritance is not the same
as the man as she is excluded from the financial responsibility of the family. A marriage cannot

1. http://www.gender.cawater-info.net/knowledge_base/rubricator/feminism_e.htm
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culminate without the consent of both the bride and the bridegroom. If the marriage does not
turn out to be amicable, the right to separation through Talaq! and KhulaZ has been granted.

I[slam regards preservation of life, property and honour at a high esteem. Any harm to
the physical or psychological wee-being pfanother human being is prohibited. To preserve the
human species a constitution of marriage is constructed, and an extra marital affair is a
punishable crime. In between the married couple any act of harm like domestic violence,
sodomy or abandonment is forbidden. To sustain the sacred marriage wedlock obscenity,
vulgarity, prostitution and pornography is forbidden medical science proves that men are
provoked by visual stimuli. The Muslim woman is expected to adorn the hijab3 whenever she
is in presence of men who are not her close blood relatives. This closes all the avenues to urge
the opposite gender, thus avoiding crime such as rape and molestation.

The chastity of a woman cannot be slandered unless four eye-witnesses are produced.
If one fails to produce witnesses, then he/she will be punished by administering 80 lashes. A
wife is viewed as one of the greatest blessings for a man. A mother is given a higher degree of
respect and good treatment over the father. A father who upbrings two girls with good moral
training is promised Paradise. Whereas this is not the case with the infinite number of sons he
takes care of. A women’s social security entirely lies in the hands of the man which is an added
responsibility for the man.

Conclusion

The westjudges and grades awoman based on her appearance. A Muslims woman does
not focus her objective to look attractive to the male counterparts around her at workplace or
street. It is more obvious if one compares the average time spend by a Western woman in the
in front of a mirror before she leaves her house to a Muslim woman who merely adorns the
Hijab. A Muslim woman is expected to groom and beautify herself for her husband who has
more right to see her beauty. On the contrary, a feministstruggle to keep herself prim when
sheis outside the house and shabbily dressed inside the house. She is completely drowned and

obsessed with her looks to gain the approval of every man.

1. Talaqis the Arabic word for divorce given by the husband to his wife

2. Khulais the Arabic word for nullification of marriage. This is done by the wife after due consent from a judge

3. Hijab means veil. It is covering of the entire body of the women except the face and hands till the wrist for women
and the area from navel to the knee for men.
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The feminist movement began to free women from the shackles and bondage of men.
But it has brought the woman; a mother or a wife or a daughter, outside her home to work and
gain independency.

The irony of the situationis that woman is made to feel degraded to serve the men of
the family but puffed with pride when she does the same job as waitresses and airhostess.! The
sorry state of affair is that the woman who is trying to free herself from the male of her family
has in turn fallen prey to the lust of promiscuous men in the name of art and fashion.
Unfortunately, she is stillremaining as slave of manin disguise. Her job provides a company an
employee at a lesser wage; her pretty appearance satiates the lustful looks of opportunistic

men.

[slam has liberated women from the bondage of men. It delivers women free from self-
obsession and brings her to God. She enjoys all the rights to education, property, inheritance,
consent of marriage, politics and finances and safety where women'’s life and honour is a

mandatory responsibility of man.

1. Zeerak, Adeel. Women, Feminism and Islam. South Carolina: Create Space Independent, 2014
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Significance of Arabic Language and Tamil-Arabic Relationship

PSTAIT &. (Ip. ). IADIDF| 2I ™60 LI Dr. KM.A. Ahamed Zubair
o gailli Cuor@Hw g, Assistant Professor,

TSSO, L%ISHOVT), Department of Arabic, The New College,

87, L 1L_gav Fremev, GlFasTemert - 600 014, @BHwm 87, Peters Road, Chennai - 600 014, India.
Abstract

Tamil language has been exposed to significant Arabic language interference and vice-versa. This

interference spanned over centuries of cultural, literary and religious influence under various periods. It is
less known that Tamil- Tamilians came into contact with Arabic language-Arabs, either directly or

indirectly by the way of maritime commercial activities. This paper aims at analyzing the legacy and

significance of Arabic language and Tamil- Arabic relationship. This study introduces a new approach to

Dravidian-Tamil and Semitic-Arabic language contact in a vivid manner.

Key words: Tamil, Arabic, Tamilians, Arabs, Significance, Linguistic Affinity.
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Abstract

Imam Ghazzaliis one of the distinguished intellectual personalitiesin the history of mankind.
He lived in the 5" century of Hijrah where cultural clashes between different ideological groups
reached the crucial point. The Muslim younger generation was in a great confusion to choose a right
direction. The Greek philosophy attracted the intellectual youngsters and the other ideological
groups like Fathimi, Mu’tazilah and Sufism were in conflict among themselves. Imam Ghazzali had
acquired a thorough knowledge of all ideologies of his period. He had identified a sort of
psychological demoralization imposed by Greek philosophy in the minds of intelligent Muslim
youngsters against Islamic faith and values. Therefore, he had taken up the task of socio-cultural
reformation on hisshoulder.

He authored a number of books on refutation of Greek philosophy and rejection of the
ideologies of the Batini and Mutazilah. This paper critically analyses the life history of Imam Gazzali,
hisintellectual contributions and his task towards refutation of Greek philosophyin order to defend
Islam and safeguard the faith.

Key words: Ghazzali, Philosophers, Tahafut, Nizamiyyah, Juwaini

Introduction

Imam Ghazzali is a genuine and amazing personality. He rejects the involvement of
human reason in the religion but establishes the victory of Islam by using the reason. He
launched critical attacks on philosophy, but borrowed logical and philosophical evidences to
defend Islam. He also refuted the philosophical arguments in the field of Islamic doctrine, but

he had chosen the spiritual and Sufi way of life .

His total life span of about 55 years can be categorized as follow: He had taken up the
teaching assignmentat the age of 33 and served as a teacher in Madrasa Nizamiyyah in Bagdad
about 5 years. Quitting the public life, he led an isolated and devoted life for about 11 years.
Then he had resumed teachingjob in Madrasa Nizamiyyah, Naisapur.But he could not continue
more than a few months. Finally, he had returned home, established his own institution for
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learners and a prayer hall for Sufis adjacent to his home and devoted rest of his life about 5
years in teaching, preaching, reciting the Holy Quran and researching on Hadeeth.

Dr. Yusuf Qardawi says, “Ghazzali represented the encyclopedia of his era and he was
one of the giants known in the history of knowledge and culture ".

His intellectual contributions still remain as references for many disciplines like Figh,
Principles of Jurisprudence, Philosophy, Ilmul Kalam-Science of discourses, Sufism,
Comparative religion, Comparative thoughts of schools, Psychology, Sociology, Economy, etc .

Shaikh Muhammad Mustafa Al Maraghi, ex Vice-chancellor of Al Azhar university, Cairo,
said, “If a scholar is named, we may relate him to the branch of knowledge that he excelled in.
For example, Ibn Sina and Farabi are giant Muslim Philosophers. Imam Bukhari, Imam Muslim
and Imam Ahmad are authentic authors of Hadeeth. However, if Ghazzali is named the fields
are multiplied. It doesn’t reflect a single person in our mind, rather it represents a multiple
personality.”

Brief life history of Ghazzali

Abu Hamid Muhammad bin Muhammad Al Ghazzali was born in 455 H (1058) in a
village called Tus in the province of Khurasan. His father was a poor weaver and died while
Ghazzali was a young boy. As his father wished, the young Ghazzali determined to devote his
life for education. On completion of primary education at his home village, he travelled for
higher studies to Khurasan, where he became a close student of Abul Qasim Ismail al Jurjani, a
well-known scholar of Shafi school of thought, Hadeeth and Arabic literature.! Ghazzali
compiled whatever he learned in a note pad and it was his first book he authored as named as

a collection of Figh Issues.

For further higher study, he had joined Madrasa Nizamiyyah, Naisapur where his
personality was fully shaped. He had specialized there in the areas of Islamic Jurisprudence,
Principles of Jurisprudence, Doctrine of Ash’ariyya and logic under the guidance and
mentorship of the prominent scholar Imamul Haramain Abul Ma’ali Al Juwaini. The young
Ghazzali was very much inspired by his master. The master played a very important role in
formulation of Gazzali’s mind. On the other hand, Ghazzali acquired spiritual guidance of Sufism
from Abu Ali Fadl bin Muhammad Farmadi.2 In 484 H, he was appointed as a teacher by the
minister, Nizamul Malik in the Madrasa Nizamiyyah, Baghdad. In a short period, he became a

1. Ibnul Atheer, Al Kamil, Vol.10, page 52
2. Omer Farrukh, Tarikh al Fikr al Arabi, Darul llm Lil Malayeen, Beirut, 3rd Edition, 1981, page 485
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leading famous teacher to attracta huge crowd of students from various parts of Muslim world.
However, he could not continue the job for longer. Renouncing the worldly pleasure, he isolated
himself from the people in the year 488 H. He was wandering between Damascus, Jerusalem,
Makkah and Madinah for about 11 years. In 499 H, he resumed the teaching job in Madrasa
Nizamiyya, Naisapur for a few months and returned home where he settled and stayed till his
death in the year 505 H.

Imam Ghazzali: The Reformer of 5t Century

Imam Ghazzali was distinguished by his comprehensive knowledge of multiple
disciplines on one hand and on other hand, known by untiring efforts for reformation of the
Muslim community, re-orientation of their thoughts and strengthening their faith in Islamic
belief. That is why he is regarded by majority of Muslim scholars as the reformer of the fifth
century of Hijrah. In this regard the following Hadeeth is quoted.

The Messenger of Allah said, “At the beginning of every century, Allah will send for this
community, the one who will renew its religion for the people”.!

Though the scholars differ in identifying the reformers of each century, they agreed of
reformers of certain centuries. Among them, Umar bin Abdul Azeezis considered as a refoemer
of the first century and so does Imam Gazzali for the fifth century.

Intellectual invasion From Greek Philosophy

While Imam Ghazzali was a teacher in Baghdad, he devoted his whole time on teaching,
reading and researching. He was also in close touch with the younger generation of Muslim
society. He was able to identify the nature of conflict in the minds of intellectual Muslim
youngsters during his era. When the Greek philosophy was translated into Arabic, and in due
time, the Muslim intellectuals were attracted towards its development, the situation posed
serious challenge to the Islamicthoughts. Imam Ghazzali considered the Greek philosophy as
intellectual invasion and an attempt to create in the minds of young Muslim society a sense of
doubt and suspicion about the faith-based issues of Islamic doctrine.

The Muslim scholars were divided into two groups; one was in support of the Greek
philosophy and the other was in total rejection of it. The supporters started glorifying the Greek
philosophers like Socrates, Aristotle, Plato and Pythagoras and considered them as successful
real heroes and role models. Thus, in doing so, they indulged in underestimating the Islamic

1. Imam Abu Dawud Sualiman bin Ashath, Sunan Abu Dawud, Darussalam, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.
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values, faith, creeds, system of prayers and even Muslim role models. They also tried to prove
the superiority of human reason over the revealed scriptures and the traditions of the
messenger of Allah particularly in the matters related to faith. All these factors caused a sense

of demoralization in the minds young muslims.!

Criticism on Greek philosophy of theology

After having identified the root cause of demoralization and psychological defeatin the
Muslim minds, Imam Ghazzali took up the task of reforming the situation. He determined to
diminish the prestige and magnificence of Greek Philosophy by highlighting its weakness and
error and eventually to prove the limitation of the human reason in the matters of theological
believes and doctrines. Before handling this task, he carried out a critical research on all the
branches of Greek philosophy. The result of his research was compiled and published in the
name of “Objectives of the philosophers” (Maqasid Al Falasifa) in 487 H. By publishing this
book, Imam Ghazzali aimed at showcasing his exceptional mastery over the Greek philosophy.

Because, he believed that one cannot challenge the philosophy unless he mastered in it.2

In the next step, Imam Ghazzali decided to launch a critical attack on the Greek
philosophy and the philosophers in order to blacken their chapter in front of the public and
demolishthe philosophyitself.He published his book “Tahaafut Al Falasifah” in 488 H. in which
the author tries to prove evidential conflicts and inability of the philosophers to establish
convincing proof of their philosophical opinions.

While criticizing the philosophers in his book, Imam Ghazzali does not target everyone,
but very clearly identify the enemy. He focusses only on the philosophy that related to
metaphysics and matters beyond what is perceptible to the sense. During the period of Imam
Ghazzali, the philosophy covered many branched and most of them have become sciencesin
the modern age. For example, in those days, Mathematics, Physics and Logic were studied
under philosophy and they became separate disciplines of science today.

A reader of this book can obviously understand that the authoris not even targeting the
naturalist of philosophers who denies existence of God and resurrection in the Hereafter.
Because their intention or their disagreement with Islam is openly known and no hidden
dangeris expected from them. The real dangeris with the philosopherswho on one hand, admit
the existence of the creator, the first Cause, eternity of the world, heaven, hell etc. and do not

1. Ghazzali, Tahafut Al Falasifa, Maktaba Asriyyah, Beirut, 2015, page 42
2. Ghazzali, Maqasid al Falasifa, Matba’a Sabah, Demoscus, 2000, page 10

Vol-y, Issue-1 Al-BukhariJournal of Arabic and Islamic Studies Jul-Dec. 2021
83



ISSN:2583-2379
2021yt - Gulipd i s ey il 5l ke Jodl aaadl - Jodil adal

frankly deny religion but contradict with the belief and basic doctrines of Islam. The fight of
Imam Gazzali is directed toward such philosophers.

The book “Tahaafut al Falasifah” contains 20 issues in which the author refutes the

arguments and evidences of philosophers. They are categorized into two sections:

1) Theologicalissuesrelated to unseen matters: 16 issues
2) Physical matters: 4 issues.

All the 20 issues are summarized in three parts

1) The Issues which are basically againstIslam and they consist of denial of prophethood.
The upholders of Such philosophy are not Muslims.

2) The issues which are not directly related to the basics of Islam. The upholder of Such
philosophy is innovator (Bid’ath).

3) Theissuesare not at all related to Islam.

In this book, a logical and philosophical methodology is followed. The author, Imam
Ghazzali presents the issues one by one and explains the evidences of philosophers from their
point of view and then he puts forth his own objection on their opinion and finally proves the
invalidation of their evidences. He first tries to refute their arguments with similar
philosophical evidences. The introductory evidences are always followed by logical results. In
addition, the author quotes revealed evidences from the Holy Quran and the Sunnah.! A reader
can observe that the logical methodology of the author in this book is mostly similar to the
methodology of Scholars of [lmul Kalam - science of discourse and therefore, one can conclude

that Imam Ghazzali followed the footsteps of Imam Ash’ary.

Impact of Ghazzali’s attack

The impact of the book “Tahaafuth al Falasifa” was very much significant. It was a
powerful blow on the prestigiousimage of the Greek Philosophy in the mind of younger Muslim
generationofthose days. It had brought the philosophy down to the defense position. However,
the intention of the author in diminishing the philosophy was not to establish his own theory
or a school of his own, but to establish values of Islam. The defeat of Greek philosophy was an

intellectual victory of Islam.2

By launching such a powerful intellectual attack on the philosophy, Imam Ghazzali did
not mean to undermine the value of human reason. He strongly believes that reason and

1. Ghazzali, Tahafut Al Falasifa, Maktaba Asria, Beirut, 2015, pages: 104 &174
2. Dr. Qardawi, Imam Ghazzali, Bain maadiheehi wa Nagideehi, Darul Wafa, Al Mansura, Egypt, 3rd Edition, 1992, P.41
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revelation never go against each other and hence, this point is highlighted by him in many of
his works.

For example, he said: “the reason never gets guided without the revelation and

revelation never be understood withoutreason”.1
” Human reason along with revealed shariah is like light on light.”2

Imam Ghazali believes that the major task of human reasonis to recognize the existence
of God and the prophethood. Till such time, the human reason would be the deciding authority.
Once recognized, it withdraws from the position of decision making and become the follower
of the directions and decisions of the revelation. Thereafter, the task of the reason remains to
explain the revealed texts and accordingly derive and formulate laws and regulations.3

Conclusion

Imam Ghazzali who lived 55 years in the 5t century of Hijrah, where the Muslim minds
were in a great confusion due to pressure from various groups of ideologies and increasing
influence of the prestigious image of Greek philosophy interfering in the field of theology. By
acquiring a thorough knowledge of all branches of the philosophy and ideologies of all Muslim
groups, Imam Ghazzali took up the task of socio-cultural reformation. His reformation covered
three major areas: one was diminishing the prestigious image of Greek philosophy in theology,
the second wasrefuting the wrong ideologies ofvarious groups, especially Batini and Mutazilah
and the third was to moderate the Sufism.

Leaving the second and third areas of reformation for the further scope of research, this
paper has carried out a critical analysis of the first area of Imam Ghazzali’s reformationin the
Greek philosophy. The majority of Muslim scholars regarded him as the reformer of the 5t
century of Hijrah.

1. Ghazzali, Ma’arij al Quds, Dar al Aafaq al Jadeedah, Beirut, page 57
2. Ghazzali, Al Igtisad Fi Eitigad, Darul Minhaj, Beirut, 2016, page 97
3. Ghazzali, Al Igtisad Fi Eitigad, Darul Minhaj, Beirut, 2016, Page 198-199
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