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Abstract:

Numbers in the Quran are not merely mathematical tools; they are deeply
symbolic, carrying profound meanings that serve as divine guidance for believers.
Each number mentioned in the sacred text has a purpose — whether to underline
a concept of spiritual significance, to highlight the perfection of God's creation, or
to offer profound insights into the laws governing both the natural and spiritual
worlds. This article explores the presence and significance of numbers in the
Quran, from the Oneness of God represented by the number 1 to the cosmic scale
of the Day of Judgment symbolized by the number 50,000. We will delve into the
deep wisdom behind these numbers and how they enhance our understanding of
the Quran’s message. The use of numbers is a key to unlocking the Quran's divine

wisdom, offering layers of meaning that go beyond the surface level.

Keywords:

The Holy Quran -Numbers in the Quran- Divine Wisdom- Tawheed-

Symbolism- Theological Significance -Numerical Patterns- Sacred Text.

Vol- 5, Issue-1 Al-Bukhari Journal of Arabic and Islamic Studies Jan=Jum. 2025
50



ISSN:2583-2379
2025 guisigel — il o Yt et 519 eyl (5| e Jodi aaadl - gaolilf adall

Introduction:

The Quran, the final revelation to humanity, is filled with profound wisdom
and guidance for all aspects of life. Among the many unique features of the Quran
is the use of numbers, which often carry rich spiritual, moral, and theological
meanings. These numbers are not just simple figures; they are signs from Allah,
reflecting His infinite knowledge and perfect order. Each number mentioned in
the Quran serves a specific purpose, providing believers with deeper insight into
the nature of the divine, creation, and the way of life that Islam encourages.

In this article, we will explore the various numbers mentioned in the Quran,
their meanings, and their spiritual significance. We will see how these numbers
help to explain key aspects of the faith, and how they offer a deeper connection to

the Quranic message.

1. The Oneness of Allah: Number (1)

The number one symbolizes the Oneness of Allah, a central theme in Islam.
The concept of Tawheed (monotheism) is the foundation of Islamic belief,
asserting that there is no deity worthy of worship except Allah. The Quran
highlights this truth through the following verse:
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"Your God is One God; there is no deity except Him, the Entirely Merciful,
the Especially Merciful." (Surah Al-Bagarah 2:163)

The number 1 serves as a constant reminder that Allah is unique,
indivisible, and incomparable to anything in the creation. The unity of Allah is a
central tenet of Islamic faith, and this is beautifully reflected in the Quranic

mention of the number 1.
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2. Pairs in Creation: Number (2)

The number two in the Quran is a representation of the duality inherent in
God's creation. Everything in existence has been created in pairs, indicating
balance, harmony, and symmetry in the world. The Quran mentions:
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"And of everything We created pairs that you may remember [the greatness
of Allah]."
(Surah Adh-Dhariyat 51:49)

The pairing of elements in creation, such as male and female, light and
darkness, good and evil, is a sign of Allah’s perfection in the creation of the
universe. This duality emphasizes that everything is in a state of balance and
harmony by God's design.

3. Stages of Life and Emphasis: Number (3)

The number three appears in contexts of emphasis and stages of action.
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(Three days during Hajj...) — Surah Al-Bagarah 2:196

4. Sacred Time: Number (4)

The Quran also speaks of the four sacred months in which fighting is
prohibited. These months are considered times of peace and reflection:
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"Indeed, the number of months with Allah is twelve [lunar] months; of them

four are sacred."

(Surah At-Tawbah 9:36)
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The number four here represents the special sanctity and divine wisdom
embedded in certain times, reminding believers to reflect, worship, and seek
spiritual growth during these periods.

5. Pillars of Islam and Daily Prayers: Number (5)

The number five is closely associated with:

The Five Pillars of Islam

The Five Daily Prayers (Salah), which form the foundation of Muslim
worship.

[t is confirmed through the Sunnah and supported by verses that reference
prayer times.

6. Heavens, Earths, and Repetition: Number (7)

The number seven appears frequently and often symbolizes completeness
or perfection.
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“Who created seven heavens in layers...” (Surah Al-Mulk 67:3)
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“And We have certainly given you, [0 Muhammad], seven of the often repeated
[verses] and the great Quran.” (Surah Al-Hijr 15:87)

The seven repeated verses refer to Surah Al-Fatiha, which Muslims recite
in every prayer unit (rak’ah).

7. Bearers of the Throne: Number (8)
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“And the angels will be on its sides, and eight will bear the Throne of your Lord
above them that Day.”(Surah Al-Haqqah 69:17)
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On the Day of Judgment, eight angels will carry the Throne of Allah—an
image of divine power and majesty.

8. Days of Dhul-Hijjah & Completion: Number (10)
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“And We made an appointment with Moses for thirty nights and perfected
them by [the addition of] ten...” (Surah Al-A’raf 7:142)

Here, the number 10 completes a significant period of worship. Also, the
first 10 days of Dhul-Hijjah are considered the best days of the year for worship.

9. Structure and Community - Number (12)

The number twelve is associated with tribal structure and the Islamic
calendar.
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“And We divided them into twelve tribes as distinct nations...”
(Surah Al-A’raf 7:160)
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“Indeed, the number of months with Allah is twelve...”
(Surah At-Tawbah 9:36)

10. The Guardian Angels: Number (19)

In Surah Al-Muddaththir, the number 19 is mentioned with respect to the

number of angels guarding Hell:

"Over it are nineteen [angels]." (Surah Al-Muddaththir 74:30)
This number has sparked interest among scholars, and some believe it

holds deeper mystical and symbolic significance beyond the immediate verse. It
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serves as a reminder of Allah's order in the universe, and the number of angels
reflects the meticulousness of divine justice.

11. Spiritual Maturity and Reflection: Number (40)

The age forty is considered the age of full intellectual and spiritual maturity.
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“...when he reaches the age of forty, he says, ‘My Lord, enable me to be grateful
for Your favor....” (Surah Al-Ahqaf 46:15).
Prophets, including Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), received revelation at age 40.
12. Abundance and Emphasis: Number (70)

The number seventy is often used to imply a large quantity, not always
literally.
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“Even if you ask forgiveness for them seventy times, Allah will not forgive
them...”
(Surah At-Tawbah 9:80).

Here, it is used to express the impossibility of forgiveness for persistent
hypocrites.

13. Longevity and Divine Timings: Number (1000)
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“He arranges [each] matter from the heaven to the earth; then it will ascend
to Him in a Day, the extent of which is a thousand years of those which you count.”
(Surah As-Sajdah 32:5)

This shows the difference between divine time and human time, and

reminds believers of the Day of Judgment.

14. The Day of Judgment: Number (50,000)
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“The angels and the Spirit ascend to Him in a Day the measure of which is fifty
thousand years.” (Surah Al-Ma’arij 70:4).

This number portrays the immensity and awe of the Day of Judgment,
where every soul will be judged.

Conclusion:

The numbers mentioned in the Quran are far from arbitrary; they are
deliberate symbols with deep spiritual and theological significance. Whether
representing the oneness of Allah, the balance of creation, or the stages of life,
each number carries with it a message of divine wisdom and guidance. By
reflecting on these numbers, believers can deepen their understanding of the
Quran and strengthen their connection to the divine wisdom that underlies all of
creation. The Quran’s use of numbers invites us to contemplate the beauty and
order of the universe, as well as our place within it.

The intricate numerical patterns in the Quran reveal the miraculous nature
of this divine text, demonstrating the timeless and perfect wisdom of Allah.
Through these numbers, the Quran not only guides us in our spiritual journey but

also helps us appreciate the vast and intricate order of the world around us.
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