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Abstract

This article discusses the life and works of Dr. Tayka Shu‘ayb ‘Alim who is considered one of the
greatest scholars of the 20th Century. He played a significant role in the field of Arabic and Islamic
studies in Tamil Nadu and Sri Lanka. This article, further, mentions his most celebrated book “Arabic,
Arwi and Persian in Sarandib and Tamil Nadu”, which is a valuable masterpiece about culture, politics,
society, and the scientific, literary, and religious activities achieved by Muslim scholars in Tamil Nadu
and Sri Lanka.
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The most important feature of this book is that it focuses attention for the
first time on the role played in the Arwi area by spiritual personalities. The
learned author, who is well known in the Islamic circle, deserves due recognition
and credit for this original contribution in this field. -M.A.Azeczur Rahman M.A,,
B.L., Former Advocate High Court, Madras

This unusual research is unique and to my knowledge, not undertaken by
anybody else. The publication of the book will be of immense value and a
noteworthy contribution to the academic and literary world. -Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer,
M.P. Former Hon'ble Minister of State, Muslim Religious & Cultural Affairs,
Government of Sri Lanka.

The wealth of information that he has collected in this volume will prove to
be a valuable reference material to the coming generations of Muslims on both
sides of the Palk Strait. - Justice Jameel, Former Ambassador of Sri Lanka, Abu
Dhabi. U.A.E.
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The role of the Sufi scholars in Tamil Nadu in inspiring the Muslims and
their contributions through their literary works are.... discussed in detail which is
laudable. -Mufti Kazi Salahuddin Muhammad Ayub, Govt Kazi. Tamil Nadu.

An eclectic work on a neglected subject. The author is not from the Urdu
region. Yet he has extensively dealt with the learning of Urdu and Persian. The
appendixes alone, especially from ten to thirty, make a highly informative and
enlightening book within a book. - Dr. Fahmida Begum, M.A., Ph.D., Former
Director, B.P.U., (Ministry of Human Resources & Education), Govt. of India, New
Delhi.

This work is a monumental one and deserves serious study to know more
and more about the great souls of Islam who, during the course of history, kept
alive the flame of Islam in this region against all kinds of odds. -Dr. P. Nisar Ahmed,
M.A., Ph.D., Former Head, Dept. of Arabic, Perian and Urdu, University of Madras.

After going through the book, we come across the invaluable, original and
rare contributions of the Arwi Muslims to the promotion and wide spread of
Arabic, Arwi and Persian languages in the Arwi land...It requires an outstanding
caliber, patience, foresight and critical mind to write books on the culture and
civilization of the people. The eminent author, Dr. Tayka Shu'ayb, has all these
sterling qualities in abundance. - Former Prof. Rafiuddin Naqvi (Bombay),
Principal, Madrassthul Hilal, Dubai, U.A.E.

Many books describing the contributions of the Indian Muslims to Arabic,
Persian and Urdu have come out. But they do not contain any account of the
contributions of the Arwi Muslims in this regard. This book is the first of such an
effort. - Prof. N.A. Faruqui, Former Head, Department of Arabic, Delhi University.
Former Chief Editor, Thaqafathul Hind, Arabic Quarterly, Government of India,
Delhi.

The Arwi Muslim community is bound to be grateful to the author who has
sacrificed his valuable time to conduct research and bring out the rare but hidden
treasures of the contributions of the Arwi Muslim scholars, savants etc. in the
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form of this important book. - Dr. M.A. Shukri, Ph.D., Former Chief Director, Jamiah
Naleemiah Islamiah, Beruwela Sri Lanka, Former Head Dept. of Arabic & Islamic
Studies, University of Ceylon, Peradeniya Sri Lanka.
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