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Abstract: 

This paper delves into the distinctive approach of ‘Abdur Raḥmān Nāṣir As-

Si’dī in the application of Fatwá within Islamic jurisprudence. Through an 

examination of As-Si’dī’s methodology, this study highlights his innovative 

teaching methods, the nuanced application of traditional Islamic teachings, and 

his interaction with contemporary issues. Drawing from a range of Fatwás, the 

paper explores As-Si’dī’s adherence to and deviation from traditional Madhhab 

positions, showcasing his Ijtihād and the influence of Ibn Taymīyah on his rulings. 

The analysis reveals As-Si’dī’s commitment to facilitating knowledge, adapting 

jurisprudential responses to modern challenges, and his contribution to the 

dynamic discourse of Islamic jurisprudence. 
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Introduction 

The dynamic landscape of Islamic jurisprudence has been significantly 

shaped by the contributions of contemporary scholars who have navigated the 

delicate balance between adherence to tradition and the exigencies of modern 

life. Among these scholars, ‘Abdur Raḥmān Nāṣir As-Si’dī stands out for his 

profound impact on the application of Fatwá, the non-binding legal opinion in 

Islamic law. As-Si’dī’s approach to Fatwá is marked by a meticulous integration of 

classical Islamic teachings with responses to contemporary issues, thus offering 

valuable insights into the evolving nature of Islamic jurisprudence. This paper 

seeks to explore the methodologies, influences, and implications of As-Si’dī’s 

Fatwás, highlighting his unique position within the spectrum of Islamic 

scholarship. 

‘Abdur Raḥmān Nāṣir As-Si’dī has garnered attention not only for his deep 

understanding of traditional Islamic jurisprudence but also for his innovative 

approach to addressing the questions and challenges faced by the Muslim 

community today. His Fatwás reflect a nuanced application of ijtihad—individual 

interpretation of the Quran and Hadith in cases not explicitly covered by these 

texts—demonstrating his commitment to guiding the Muslim community 

through the complexities of contemporary life while remaining grounded in 

Islamic tradition. 

The significance of As-Si’dī’s work lies in his ability to straddle the line 

between the preservation of traditional Islamic values and the necessity for 

jurisprudential flexibility in the face of changing societal norms. By examining As-

Si’dī’s Fatwás, this paper aims to shed light on the processes and principles that 

underpin his jurisprudential decisions, the pedagogical methods he employs to 
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disseminate his rulings, and the broader implications of his work for the field of 

Islamic jurisprudence. 

In setting the stage for this exploration, the introduction outlines the scope 

and objectives of the study, positioning As-Si’dī’s contributions within the broader 

academic and religious discourse on the role and application of Fatwá in 

contemporary Islamic scholarship. Through this examination, the paper 

endeavors to articulate the ways in which As-Si’dī’s jurisprudential approach both 

reflects and influences the ongoing dialogue between Islamic tradition and 

modernity, offering insights into the continuity and adaptation of Islamic legal 

thought in the 21st century. 

1. Research Methodology and Review of Literature 

1.1. Research Methodology 

This study adopts a qualitative research methodology to analyze the application 

of Fatwá by ‘Abdur Raḥmān Nāṣir As-Si’dī, focusing on the interpretative analysis 

of textual data. The primary source of data comprises a collection of Fatwás 

issued by As-Si’dī, alongside his writings and teachings that elucidate his 

jurisprudential approach. Secondary sources include scholarly articles, books, 

and critiques that discuss As-Si’dī’s work within the broader context of Islamic 

jurisprudence and contemporary scholarship. The methodology is structured as 

follows: 

• Textual Analysis: Detailed examination of As-Si’dī’s Fatwás to identify the 

jurisprudential principles, methodologies, and reasoning he employs in 

addressing various issues. 
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• Comparative Analysis: Comparison of As-Si’dī’s rulings with traditional 

and contemporary jurisprudential views to highlight his contributions to 

the field. 

• Contextual Inquiry: Exploration of the socio-cultural and historical 

contexts within which As-Si’dī’s Fatwás were issued, to understand their 

relevance and applicability to contemporary issues. 

This approach enables a comprehensive understanding of As-Si’dī’s 

jurisprudential contributions and the implications of his Fatwás for modern 

Islamic scholarship. 

2.2 Review of Literature 

The literature on Islamic jurisprudence and the role of Fatwá is vast and 

multifaceted. This review focuses on key themes relevant to this study: 

• Foundations of Islamic Jurisprudence: Scholarly works that provide an 

overview of the principles of Islamic law, including the sources of Sharia, 

the role of ijtihad, and the historical development of Islamic jurisprudence. 

Notable works include Hallaq’s “A History of Islamic Legal Theories” and 

Kamali’s “Principles of Islamic Jurisprudence”. 

• The Function and Impact of Fatwá: Studies that explore the significance 

of Fatwá in Islamic law, its role in guiding the Muslim community, and its 

adaptation to changing circumstances. Masud, Messick, and Powers’ 

“Islamic Legal Interpretation: Muftis and Their Fatwas” offers 

comprehensive insights into the diversity and dynamics of Fatwá issuance. 
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• Contemporary Islamic Jurisprudence: Literature examining the 

challenges and opportunities faced by contemporary Islamic scholars in 

applying traditional jurisprudence to modern issues. Works by authors like 

Yusuf Al-Qaradawi, who navigates contemporary socio-religious dilemmas 

through Fatwá, provide valuable context for understanding As-Si’dī’s 

contributions. 

• Scholarly Perspectives on As-Si’dī: Direct studies and analyses of ‘Abdur 

Raḥmān Nāṣir As-Si’dī’s work are crucial for this research. Although 

literature specifically focusing on As-Si’dī’s Fatwás is limited, his writings 

and interviews, as well as academic articles that critique or discuss his 

rulings, are instrumental in constructing a comprehensive view of his 

jurisprudential approach 

2. Methodological Foundations: Examination of As-Si’dī’s Process in 

Formulating Fatwás 

‘Abdur Raḥmān Nāṣir As-Si’dī’s approach to formulating Fatwás is deeply 

rooted in classical Islamic jurisprudence while being distinctly responsive to the 

needs of contemporary society. His methodology is characterized by a rigorous 

engagement with the primary sources of Islamic law—the Quran and Hadith—

complemented by a profound understanding of the objectives (Maqasid) of 

Sharia. As-Si’dī emphasizes the importance of contextual analysis, considering the 

socio-cultural realities of the questioners to ensure that his Fatwás are not only 

legally sound but also practically applicable. His process involves: 
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Comprehensive Inquiry: As-Si’dī undertakes a thorough examination of 

the question, exploring its nuances and underlying issues to ensure a full 

understanding before issuing a ruling. 

Evidence-Based Reasoning: He grounds his Fatwás in evidence from the 

Quran and Sunnah, applying principles of Uṣūl Al-fiqh to interpret texts in light of 

contemporary contexts. 

Consideration of Precedent: As-Si’dī respects the rulings and 

interpretations of classical scholars, using them as a foundation while being 

willing to engage in ijtihad where necessary. 

Balancing Tradition and Modernity: His Fatwás reflect a balance 

between adherence to Islamic principles and flexibility to address modern 

challenges, embodying a pragmatic approach to jurisprudence. 

2.1. Teaching Methods and Public Engagement 

As-Si’dī utilizes Fatwás as a pedagogical tool, engaging with the public and 

his students in a dialogue that extends beyond mere legal rulings to encompass 

ethical and spiritual dimensions. His public lectures and writings often reference 

his Fatwás, using them as case studies to illustrate broader jurisprudential 

principles and ethical considerations. This approach serves multiple purposes: 

Educational: By discussing the reasoning behind his Fatwás, As-Si’dī 

educates the Muslim community on the principles of Islamic jurisprudence, 

fostering a deeper understanding of Sharia. 
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Engagement: His interactive approach encourages active participation 

from the community, inviting questions and discussions that make Islamic 

jurisprudence accessible to a broader audience. 

Empowerment: Through his teachings, As-Si’dī empowers Muslims to 

navigate their religious obligations with confidence, providing them with the 

tools to apply Islamic principles in their daily lives. 

 

2.2. Case Studies of Fatwás 

Several Fatwás issued by As-Si’dī highlight his nuanced approach to 

jurisprudence. For instance, his ruling on the permissibility of financial 

transactions in contemporary banking systems demonstrates his ability to engage 

with complex economic realities through the lens of Islamic law. Another notable 

Fatwá addresses the issue of medical ethics, wherein As-Si’dī navigates the 

intricacies of life-saving procedures and their alignment with Islamic principles. 

These case studies reveal: 

Reasoning and Rulings: As-Si’dī’s Fatwás are characterized by detailed 

reasoning that bridges Islamic tradition and contemporary challenges, offering 

solutions that are both principled and practical. 

Application of Maqasid al-Sharia: His rulings often reflect a consideration 

of the objectives of Islamic law, prioritizing the preservation of faith, life, intellect, 

lineage, and property. 
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2.3. Influence of Ibn Taymīyah 

The impact of Ibn Taymīyah’s works on As-Si’dī is evident in his approach to 

Fatwá issuance. As-Si’dī admires Ibn Taymīyah’s commitment to evidence-based 

jurisprudence and his willingness to challenge prevailing jurisprudential norms 

when they conflicted with the primary sources of Islamic law. This influence is 

reflected in As-Si’dī’s: 

Emphasis on Scriptural Evidence: Like Ibn Taymīyah, As-Si’dī prioritizes 

direct evidence from the Quran and Sunnah in his legal reasoning. 

Engagement with Ijtihad: Inspired by Ibn Taymīyah’s example, As-Si’dī 

exhibits a readiness to engage in independent reasoning, especially in matters 

where traditional rulings do not adequately address contemporary issues. 

In conclusion, the detailed examination of As-Si’dī’s methodological 

foundations, teaching methods, selected Fatwás, and the influence of Ibn 

Taymīyah provides a comprehensive understanding of his contributions to 

Islamic jurisprudence. As-Si’dī’s work reflects a deep respect for Islamic tradition, 

coupled with a dynamic approach to contemporary legal and ethical challenges. 

4. Discussions 

The Fatwás issued by ‘Abdur Raḥmān Nāṣir As-Si’dī represent a pivotal 

contribution to contemporary Islamic jurisprudence, reflecting a nuanced 

approach that navigates the delicate balance between tradition and innovation. 

This critical engagement with As-Si’dī’s Fatwás reveals several key implications 

for the field of Islamic law and its application within modern Muslim 

communities. 
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4.1. Balancing Tradition and Innovation 

As-Si’dī’s jurisprudential approach is emblematic of a broader debate 

within Islamic scholarship regarding the extent to which tradition should inform 

contemporary legal and ethical decisions. His methodology, characterized by a 

deep respect for the Quran and Sunnah while also engaging in ijtihad, 

underscores the potential for a dynamic interpretation of Islamic law that 

remains faithful to its origins. This balance between tradition and innovation is 

crucial in a global context where Muslims encounter novel situations and 

challenges that were unimaginable in earlier times. As-Si’dī’s work demonstrates 

that a rigorous engagement with Islamic principles, combined with a flexible 

approach to new issues, can provide meaningful guidance to the Muslim 

community. 

4.2. Impact on Muslim Communities 

As-Si’dī’s Fatwás have a profound impact on Muslim communities, offering 

guidance on a wide range of issues from financial transactions to medical ethics. 

By addressing contemporary dilemmas through the lens of Islamic jurisprudence, 

As-Si’dī helps bridge the gap between Islamic law and the realities of modern life. 

His Fatwás serve not only as legal opinions but also as educational tools that 

empower Muslims to navigate their daily lives with a deeper understanding of 

Islamic principles. This educational aspect fosters a sense of confidence and 

clarity within the community, reinforcing the relevance of Islamic jurisprudence 

in addressing the complexities of modern existence. 
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4.3. Addressing Modern-Day Challenges 

The relevance of As-Si’dī’s approach in addressing modern-day challenges 

cannot be overstated. In an era marked by rapid technological advancements and 

societal changes, the need for a jurisprudence that is both principled and 

adaptable is more pressing than ever. As-Si’dī’s ability to apply Islamic principles 

to new contexts, such as digital finance and bioethics, illustrates the vibrant and 

evolving nature of Islamic jurisprudence. His work underscores the importance 

of scholarly rigor, contextual awareness, and ethical consideration in formulating 

responses to contemporary issues. 

‘Abdur Raḥmān Nāṣir As-Si’dī’s Fatwás offer a valuable model for 

contemporary Islamic jurisprudence, embodying a judicious blend of adherence 

to tradition and openness to innovation. His approach not only enriches the 

academic discourse on Islamic law but also provides practical guidance to Muslim 

communities facing the challenges of the modern world. As-Si’dī’s work 

exemplifies the potential of Islamic jurisprudence to remain a vital source of 

ethical and legal insight in the 21st century, affirming its capacity to guide the 

Muslim community through the complexities of contemporary life with wisdom 

and integrity. 

Conclusion 

This paper has explored the significant contributions of ‘Abdur Raḥmān 

Nāṣir As-Si’dī to the application of Fatwá within Islamic jurisprudence, 

highlighting his innovative approach that skillfully bridges the gap between the 

rich traditions of Islamic scholarship and the exigencies of contemporary Muslim 

life. As-Si’dī’s work in issuing Fatwás has been characterized by a meticulous 
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adherence to the foundational texts of Islam—the Quran and Sunnah—while also 

demonstrating an unparalleled willingness to engage in ijtihad to address 

modern-day challenges. 

As-Si’dī’s methodological foundations, which are deeply rooted in evidence-

based reasoning and a profound understanding of the Maqasid al-Sharia 

(objectives of Islamic law), exemplify his commitment to ensuring that Islamic 

jurisprudence remains relevant and responsive to the needs of the Muslim 

community. His use of Fatwás as pedagogical tools further illustrates his 

dedication to educating Muslims about their religion in a manner that is both 

accessible and engaging, thereby empowering them to navigate their faith with 

confidence and clarity. 

The case studies of As-Si’dī’s Fatwás presented in this paper, ranging from 

financial transactions in the digital age to ethical dilemmas in medical 

interventions, reveal the depth of his jurisprudential insight and his ability to 

apply Islamic law to complex contemporary issues. Moreover, the influence of Ibn 

Taymīyah on As-Si’dī’s work underscores a shared emphasis on scriptural 

evidence and the prioritization of the Quran and Sunnah in legal reasoning, while 

also highlighting As-Si’dī’s place within a long tradition of Islamic scholarship that 

values both intellectual rigor and spiritual integrity. 

‘Abdur Raḥmān Nāṣir As-Si’dī’s legacy in the application of Fatwá is a 

testament to the dynamic and evolving nature of Islamic jurisprudence. His work 

not only contributes to the rich tapestry of Islamic legal thought but also offers a 

model for how scholars can navigate the balance between tradition and 

innovation. As-Si’dī’s approach to Fatwá represents a significant stride towards 
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evolving the discourse of Islamic jurisprudence, ensuring that it remains a vital 

and relevant guide for Muslims seeking to fulfill their religious obligations in an 

ever-changing world. 

In conclusion, ‘Abdur Raḥmān Nāṣir As-Si’dī’s contributions to Islamic 

jurisprudence through his application of Fatwá embody a profound respect for 

the traditions of Islamic scholarship, coupled with a forward-looking approach to 

jurisprudential challenges. His legacy is a beacon for future generations of 

scholars and Muslims alike, illuminating the path toward a jurisprudence that is 

both deeply rooted in Islamic principles and adept at addressing the complexities 

of contemporary life. 
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